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To report the implementation of an open source web survey application and a case study of its first utilisation, particularly as to aspects of logistics and response
behaviour, in a survey of Brazilian university students' conceptions about injury causing events. We developed an original application capable of recruiting
respondents, sending personal e-mail invitations, storing responses and exporting data. Students of medical, law, communication and education schools were
asked about personal attributes and conceptions of the term accident, as to associations and preventability. The response rate was 34.5%. Half of the subjects
responded by the second day, 66.3% during the first week. Subjects around 4.2% (95% Cl 3.3-5.4) refused to disclose religious persuasion, and 19.2% (95%
Cl 17.2-21.3) refused to disclose political persuasion, whereas only 2.8% (95% Cl 2.1-3.8), on average, refused to answer questions on conceptions and
attitudes. There was no significant difference between early and late respondents in respect to selected attributes and conceptions of accident (P-value varied
from 0.145 to 0.971). The word accident evoked the notion of preventability to 85.1% (95% Cl 83.2 to 87.0) of the subjects, foreseeability to 50.3% (95% Cl

47 .7-53.0), fatality to 15.1% (95% CI 13.3-17.1) and intentionality to 2.3% (95% CI 1.6-3.2). Web surveying university students' conceptions about injuries is
feasible in a middle-income country setting, yielding response rates similar to those found in the literature.
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Study project: An original open source application designed to implement web-based
surveys: The case of students’ conceptions of the term accident
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Item Caregory
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Explanation

Design

Describe survey
design

http://bit.ly/CHERRIES

The study followed a cross-sectional observational design to collect quantitative
information by means of a self~administered web-based questionnaire.

The target sample frame comprised the entire population of first and last-year
students regularly registered in each and every medical. law, communication
and education schools in the greater Porto Alegre. a southern Brazilian city of
just over 1.5 million people.

Since we gained access to lists of e-mail addresses of such university students,
who have virtually 100% Internet access. the sample can be viewed as
probabilistic.

IRB
(Institutional
Review Board)
approval and
informed
consent process

IRB approval

The study was approved by the Committee on Research Ethics of the University
of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS). and also by the research ethics comumittees of
all other universities involved.

Informed consent

Subjects” free and informed consent to participate in the survey was obtained
through a tacit consent strategy. whereby the approval of the terms of the
research was understood as the invitee chose to click on the link to the survey
website, which was explicitly positioned in the invitation e-mail message right
after the statement concerning the absolute confidentiality of the research.

The translation of the Portuguese e-mail invitation is:

“Dear student of (...) School of (...) Umiversity.

I would ask a few minutes of your time to participate in a scientific research
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