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Why look at alcohol in glass?

Â In recent decades

ÂMilk increasingly sold in cartons (not glass ômilk bottlesõ)

ÂSoft drinks in cans or plastic (even ôclassic CokeÈ bottles)

ÂAlcohol tends still to be sold in glass: both on-trade in 

glass drinking vessels and off-trade in glass bottles

ÂAnomaly being that both milk and soft drinks are 

associated with neither intoxicated behaviour (e.g. 

risking accidents) nor violence (e.g. risky settings 

of consumption)



Evidence from 3 studies
(conducted by Glasgow centre for Study of Violence 2004 ð2010)

1. Observational study of violence in venues holding an 

ôentertainment licenseõ (i.e. nightclubs) coincidentally 

following the ôGlasgow glass banõ on such premises

2. Photo-survey of alcohol and drug-related litter in 

residential space, in an ôaverageõ Scottish town

3. Self-complete survey and face-to-face interviews with 

Young Offenders in custody to examining their drinking

None of the above studies were specifically dedicated to the issue, 

but a common theme emerged, which I will highlight today



Observational Study Evidence

ÂParticipant observations in 8 nightclubs
Â2 teams (one male, one female member in each)

ÂMidnight, Fridays & Saturdays, till 3.00 AM

(all conducted immediately after the ôglass banõ came into effect)

ÂBoth teams observe each club twice

(using methods of Kathryn Graham in Canada)

ÂTotal of 32 nights (>100 hours)

ÂInterviews with nightclub patrons



Glassware ban: Observations
Ordinary Glass (OG), Special Glass (SG) and Plastic (P)

Vodka Lager Alcopops Total 

OG  SG   P         OG   SG   P OG  SG   P          OG  SG   P . 

Xanadu 0      0      7           0      0     7 0     0     8 0      0     22

Armageddon 0      0      8           0      0     7         0     0     8 0      0     22

Rapture 0      0      8           0      0     7         0     0     6 0      0     21

Tropicana 2      6 0           2      6 0         0     1 2 4     13     2

Chocolate 0      0      8           0      0     8         0     0     4 0      0     20

Idols 0      0      8           0      0     8         0     0     6 0      0     22

Sinatraõs2      5 1           6      2 0         0     0     7 8      7      7

Saturn * 3 5 0           2      2 0         - - - 5      7      0

ANY 7     16    40          10   10    37        0     1 41 17    27    116

* Saturn did not sell alcopops and served lager in aluminium cans by 3rd and 4th visits



Glassware on premises

[2:30AM] òDJ said something over the microphone to the effect 

òfight in front of the DJ boxóé [We]Went round to the back 

of the DJ box and found S1, S2 and S3 [stewards]tending to P1 

[male]who was bleeding badly from his neck/shoulder 

areaé we saw lots of broken glass on the floor. It might have 

been toughened glass as it seemed to be broken into little 

squares but might just been smashed down by people 

walking on it...ó 

[3:05AM] òThen two males (P1 and P2 [different patrons]) started 

fighting at table next to us. P1 lunged over at P2 and the two 

began brawling on to the floor in front of usé P2 threw a 

glass at P1 which missed P1 and hit the wall showering the 

people sitting there with glasséó (ôSinatraõsõ, Female Observer)



Glass-free premsies

ÂòAs I saw it P1 [male patron in leather jacket]was 

punching P2 [male patron with ponytail]really hard. 

P2 was punching back and about three of his 

friends were attempting to fight back with 

punches. P1 even picked up a plastic bottle (by 

chance it was the new Vodka Ctrl bottle) and was 

hitting out with it. After two calls from the DJ that 

a fight was occurring S1 [steward] ran behind P2 

and [broke up the fight]ó(ôXanaduõ, male observer)



What did not happen

Â In 2005 59 ôglassingsõ were treated by Glasgow A&E (37 of these 
occurred in Entertainment Licensed premises)

Â Only 5 such incidents in the first six months after the ôglass banõ

Photographs courtesy of Marjorie Golding, whoõs son was ôglassedõ on Christmas Day 2004



Patronõs Views on Glass ban I

ÂòéI did actually see one of my glass collectors 
getting glassed by a guy.éthe guy just picked 
up a glass to hit the other guy and hit the glass 
collector.ó é òThatõs somebody somewhere 
once saying glass is better and youõre all 
believing that.ó (ôMarkõ - trainee nightclub manager)

Â òI was recently in a club in Dundee actually, and 
like there was glass bottles all over the floor and 
smashing everywhere and I couldnõt understand 
it.  I was like why is there glass everywhere 
people. Do they not have plastic cups?ó (ôSharonõ ð
student  / wiatress)



Patronõs Views on Glass ban II

Â[Why do you prefer glass?] òI donõt know! Subjective. 

Well, itõs more special isnõt it? Something thatõs like 

youõre out for a picnic with your daft plastic cups or 

whatever but in saying that Iõd rather drink out of 

that knowing nobodyõs going to get a glass in their 

face.ó (ôTomõ - aged 47)

ÂòI donõt get it [why people object to plastic]. It doesnae 

bother me myself. Just as long as itõs got a drink in 

there, ha, ha, ha.ó (ôDebbieõ - aged 18 that week)



Progress

Today there is less resistance, and all licensed premises in 

the Glasgow region are encouraged to use alternatives to 

annealed glass vessels where possible

Yet in 2009 Strathclyde Police recorded 52 incidents of 

serious violence (homicide, attempt homicide or serious assault) 

involving ôglassingõ on or near licensed premises including:

Â33 pubs, 8 nightclubs, 6 hotels and 2 restaurants

Â12 pubs and 4 nightclubs in Glasgow city centre

(figures courtesy of Strathclyde Police)

And the issue of off-trade glass remainsé



Photo-survey Evidence

In residential area (pop. 23,000) 1,406 items of  brand identifiable 

alcohol-related detritus were photographed including:

Â 587 glass bottles (67.0% of  which were smashed)

Â 25 plastic bottles and 324 cans

In comparison only 3 instances drug-related items photographed:

Â 2 smoking devices and 1 apparent cluster of  4 plastic medicine bottles

Â No needles but all 3 instances were next to tonic wine bottles (remains)



The ôglass carpetõ



Screw-caps = added risk



Omnipresent hidden danger


