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Road traffic deaths per 100 000 population, 2007
Data from 20 countries

Source: Global status report on road safety: Time for action. Geneva, WHO, 2009
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Background

ÁWith epidemiological transition and socioeconomic 

changes, Injuries have emerged as a leading cause of 

deaths, hospitalizations and disabilities in Egypt 

ÁPolice and hospital based information provides some clues 

on injury problem, there are major gaps, though:

ÁNationally available data not representative of the whole 

country- surveillance covers only selected institutions 

(approx 50%-mainly government institutions).

ÁData from private sector not included.

ÁEssential data required for informing policy on primary 

prevention and cost-effective interventions is not available.
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Survey Goal and Objectives 
Goal

ÁStrengthen understanding of injury burden through gathering 

population based information in order to strengthen national 

efforts for injury prevention and control

Objectives

ÁEstablish the magnitude of injury burden in terms of mortality, 

morbidity and impact

ÁIdentify the pattern and causes of injuries at population level

ÁDelineate major risk factors for selected injuries e.g. Road 

traffic Injury

ÁUnderstand utilisation pattern of services for injury care and 

management 
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Survey Methodology

Á Population based household survey representative of all 

Egypt

Á The whole survey process was conducted from Dec 08 

to Oct 09  

Á Data was collected  in five governorates covering 11,118 

households and 47,797 individuals 

Á 3 stage random sampling method, survey population 

was identified based on probability proportional to size 

(House to house survey)

Á Validated semi structured questionnaire. Qualitative 

inputs were provided by both the survey staff and 

community respondents through focussed group 

discussions 

Á Data was analysed using EPI INFO ( ver 6.0 ) package 



Survey Geographical Areas

Total 

Population of

Egypt: 73 

Million
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Region Selected 

Governorate

Population % of Egypt 

Population

Required no. of 

HH based on 

PPS

HH 

Surveyed

North Dakahlia 4989997 6.8 % 2058 2190

South Assuit 3444967 4.7% 1470 1562

East Sharkia 5354041 7.3% 2352 2394

West Alexandria 4123869 5.6% 1764 2002

Central Cairo 6758581 9.2% 2941 2970

Total 10, 585 11,118

PPS method for selection of survey population
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Data Elements of the survey tools

Á Sociodemographic characteristics of survey 
population 

Á Injury mortality 

Á Injury morbidity 
Á Road traffic injuries 

Á Fall injuries

Á Burn injuries

Á Poisoning

Á Agricultural injuries

Á Work place injuries 

Á Assault / violence

Á Injury care

Á Injury impact 

Á Economic impact
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Survey Considerations

ÁThe survey enumerated all deaths in the past 3 years and 

injury deaths were identified using verbal autopsy methods

¶The data was collected from all identified households through 

a door to door survey approach (head of household)

¶Details of deaths were collected from respondent of the survey 

with cross verification of medical records wherever available.  

¶Data pooling for the survey period was done with related 

sectors of police, transport and local health units

¶Pilot study conducted in 100 households to examine the study 

feasibility

¶Ethical issues considered through a informed consent. Ethical 

approval was obtained from the national ethical committee 



Results



Key Findings

ÁAn estimated 30,000; hospitalization 3,50,000 persons every year. 

Highest number of deaths/injuries occurs among men in 15 �±44 

year age group.

Á9 out of 10 deaths were unintentional in nature

ÁSignificant variation in injury burden and pattern exist among 

governorates and is linked to socioeconomic situation, 

motorization, safety mechanisms and other factors.

ÁRoad Traffic injuries are a leading cause of both deaths and 

hospitalization in Egypt, (nearly 21,000 deaths every year) 

especially among men. Among women falls are the leading cause 

followed by RTIs.

ÁPedestrians and car occupants account for nearly 80 % of 

deaths and hospitalization within RTIs. Vehicles hitting 

pedestrians is the commonest pattern of injury.
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