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The pet dog as a special friend, a 
ǇƭŀȅƳŀǘŜΧ

ïMillot 1988, Triebenbacher 1998 
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Love, companionship and acceptance

ïFoto Isabelle de Cock

ïMillot  1988, Triebenbacher 1998
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Potential hazardsïZOONOSES
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Potential hazardsïTRAUMA ïDOG BITES

ïSchalamon 2006, Steele et al 2007, Hon et al 2007
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ï33,6% of families

ïwith children own a dog

ïFOD Economie, algemene 

directie statistiek en 

economische informatie 

Persbericht 31 juli 2007 

ï( cijfers 2004)

ï1.064.000 Dogs

ïAverage

ï11 dogs /100 persons

ïLowest income

ï19 dogs / 100 persons

ïKahn et al, 

ïJournal of Pediatrics, 2004
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ïKidd 1995, Poresky 1996, Raina et al 1999, 

Triebenbacher 1998

ïEvidence of positive role of pet dog 

ïin child development

ÅChildren who grew up 
with a pet dog show 
more empathytowards 
peers, friends and 
family members, when 
compared to children 
who grew up without a 
dog



Need to devise safe methods
of living with a dog to retain benefits 

& yet reduce risks
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ïFACTS ïIn Belgium, each year 1 person in 100 

is victim of a dog bite
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Children are twice as oftenvictim 
of a dog bite, then any other age 
group
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ïThe majority

ïof dog bites in children

ïhappen at home

ïwith a familiar dog

ïand a young child

ï(med 5y)
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ïDog bites in children represent an 

important health issue



ς14

The target group for prevention:
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Existing prevention programmes: 

ÅAge group > 7 years

ÅPublic place

ÅPrecautionary behaviour 
towards unknown dog

ïChapman et al 2000
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ïLack in programmes aimed at preventing dog 

bites at home with pet dog & young children

ïFoto Martine Verbocht
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ςBlue Dogs 
ŘƻƴΨǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ

ς17ïSoraya Verbeke,  August 2003
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ïAny dog is capable of biting a child 

ïOverall & Love 2001, Kahn et al 2003, Reisner et al 2007
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ïNo evidence of lower/higher tendency for 

aggressive behaviour, based solely on dog breed

ïAVMA 2001, Overall & Love 2001, Duffy et al 2008


