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The pet dog as a special friend, a
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Love, companionship and acceptance
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FTRAUMA - DOG BITES
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T Schalamon 2006, Steele et al 2007, Hon et al 2007



| Average
I 11 dogs /100 persons

I Lowest Income
119 dogs / 100 persons

I FOD Economie, algemene
directie statistiek en
economische informatie
Persbericht 31 juli 2007

i ( cijfers 2004)

I 33,6% of families
I with children own a dog

I Kahn et al,
I Journal of Pediatrics, 2004




| Evidence of positive role of pet dog
I In child development

A Children who grew up
with a pet dog show
towards
peers, friends and
family members, when
compared to children
who grew up without a

dog
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I Kidd 1995, Poresky 1996, Raina et al 1999,

c/



A 2L T TSN s~ D L L S R L
Need to devisesafe methods

of living with a dog to retain benefits

& yet reduce risks



+In Belgium, each year 1 person in 100
IS victim of a dog bite

I Gisle et al 2001 c9



Eur J Pediatr. 2004 Jul;163(7):424. Epub 2004 May 13.

Prevalence of dog bites in children: a telephone survey.
Kahn A, Robert E, Piette D, De Keuster T, Lamoureux J, Levéque A
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Département de Pédiatrie, Hopital Universitaire des Enfants Reine Fabiola, Av. JJ Crocqg 15, 1020 Bruxelies, Belgium. akahn@ulb.ac.be
PMID: 15141311 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE)

Children are victim
of a dog bite, then any other age

group
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Eur J Pediatr. 2003 Apr;162(4):254-3. Epub 2003 Feb 6.
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Child victims of dog bites treated in emergency departments: a prospective survey.

Kahn A, Bauche P, Lamoureux J; Dog Bites Research Team.
Hopital Universitaire des Enfants Reine Fabiola, Av. J.J. Crocqg 15, 1020, Brussels, Belgium. akahn@ulb.ac.be

+The majority

of dog bites in children
+happen at hormne

Fwith a farniliar dog
and a young child
H(med Sy)
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J Pediatr. 2004 Jan;144(1):121-2.

Posttraumatic stress disorder after dog bites in children.
Peters V, Sottiaux M, Appelboom J, Kahn A.

University Children’s Hospital Queen Fabiola, Brussels, Belgium.
Comment on:

J Pediatr. 2004 Jan;144(1):.17-22.

Of 22 children who were victims of dog bite, 12 had symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder 2 to 9 months after the bite.
Violent dog attacks inflicting multiple and/or deep wounds were associated with risk of postiraumatic stress disorder.
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+Dog bites in children represent an

important health issue
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EXxisting prevention programmes:

« qclinical
evidence




I Lack In programmes aimed at preventing dog
bites at home with pet dog & young children
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THE BLUE DOG

I Soraya Verbeke, Augusti2003
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